
PREESALL TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 9 May 2016
at 7.00pm at Preesall Youth and Community Centre, Lancaster Road, Preesall
Present:   Councillors G McCann (deputy Mayor), B Campbell, R Drobny, P Greenhough, D Hudson, R Lawson, J Mutch, P Orme, V Taylor and L Woodhouse. 
In Attendance: John Hallas - Locum Clerk to the Town Council, and Two members of the public.
(16-17)006
Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr T Reilly (Mayor) and R Black and the reason accepted.
(16-17)007
Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest.
(16-17)008
Minutes of the Last Meeting
Cllr Hudson contested the accuracy of the Clerk’s report, specifically the lack of a distinct mention of ‘Park Lane’ in the section of the report headed ‘State of Roads’.

Resolved: That the minutes of the meetings held on 11 April 2016 were agreed as a true record with amendment.  
(16-17)009
Public Participation 
At the request of the Deputy Mayor, councillors resolved to adjourn the meeting to allow non-councillors to speak.
A member of the public, Jean Richardson, raised the issue of Taxis parking around Barton Square creating an obstruction and a hazard as they impede visibility of both pedestrians and vehicles. Cllr Orme  
informed that he had already been in contact with the company concerned and requested them to take action to cease this.

Cllr Hudson interjected with the suggestion that the re-introduction of traffic wardens would solve the parking problem.   

Jean Richardson also asked if there had been any progress made with the proposed pedestrian (zebra) crossing located in Lancaster Road. Cllr Greenhough informed that there will be a public meeting to be arranged by LCC to discuss this, but the funding shortfall will be the problem.

The Deputy Mayor explained the role of the Town Council and that this matter comes under LCC jurisdiction.          
At the conclusion of the public participation and at the request of the Mayor, councillors resolved to reconvene the meeting.
(16-17)010
2015/16 Budget Out-turn and Annual Return
The 2015/16 budget out-turns and Sections 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2015/16 and 2 -   Accounting Statements 2015/16 were discussed. Councillors were asked if they were resolved to agree both statements in order that the Annual Return can be submitted to the external auditors. It was reported that the Internal Auditor has signed off Section 4 (Annual Internal Audit Report 2015/16) and her report will be presented to the Council in due course.
Cllr Campbell then commented that he was concerned about ‘the financial numbers in the annual return’ and that they may be incorrect, so due to the issues affecting him he could not agree to approve the accounting statement until these had been addressed. 

The Deputy Mayor then asked the Council to resolve on the Annual Governance Statement Cllr Taylor proposed acceptance seconded by Cllr Orme. The Council resolved on this with 5 for, 3 against and 2 abstentions.

Cllr Campbell and Cllr Drobny indicated their dissatisfaction with this resolution and commented that they did not see how the Council could resolve to give its approval if there were any discrepancies in the accounting and financial transaction’s governance. Cllr Campbell then asked to be permitted to make a statement to the council about what had raised his concerns on this matter.
The Deputy Mayor advised Cllr Campbell that he did not think it appropriate due to the Clerk’s ongoing grievance procedure. However Cllrs Hudson and Drobny requested that Cllr Campbell be permitted to make his statement.

The Deputy Mayor reluctantly agreed to permit Cllr Campbell to make his statement in closed session and asked the two members of the public present to leave the meeting. 
The Public were invited to re-join the meeting
(16-17)011
Draft Annual Report
Councillors were asked to approve the draft Annual Report for publication and distribution via the outlets used for the newsletter.
Cllr Drobny raised his objection to the paragraph in the report about his resignation and subsequent re-election, specifically the second sentence. The Deputy Mayor suggested an amendment including the deletion of the second sentence. The Council resolved to accept the amendment. 
(16-17)012
Preesall and Knott End Gala
The Council considered a request from the Gala Committee for hire of the playing field from Monday 4 July to Tuesday 12 July 2016. Councillors were also asked to determine whether to require a bond and whether to impose conditions. The Council resolved to unanimously approve this request subject to the same conditions being applied as last year. These conditions were as follows:
a) that a bond of £500 be required with the full amount being returned as long as the playing field is undamaged and in good order

b) That the costs of any work required to reinstate the playing field or to return it to good order be deducted from the bond

c) That councillors and a representative of the Gala Committee inspect the playing field immediately before and after the Gala to determine whether the bond should be returned in full or in part
(16-17)013
 Recruitment of New Clerk
Councillors resolved to agree with amendment of the recruitment pack and process that had been prepared by the Employment Working Group (EWG). Following a considerable period of discussion a number of corrections and amendments were agreed. The Council also agreed that the position should be advertised via the LALC circular, Over Wyre Focus (Green book) and White book and the Council’s Notice Board. 
(16-17)014
Double yellow lines for Saracen’s Head 
Cllr Hudson explained the circumstances that are occurring with cars parking anywhere due to the change of use of what was the former Saracen’s Head public house that is being converted into a five bedroom house. LCC had initially been approached by Cllr Hudson with a request to put down double yellow lines. However, when the Clerk had followed up Cllr Hudson’s request the County Council had responded and stated that their policy is now one whereby consideration for new waiting restrictions will generally only be given to locations where there is an identified accident problem, and it is also agreed that no parking enforcement will be undertaken at locations in the vicinity of schools or at remote locations where parking transgressions are too occasional or fleeting. Therefore the County Council’s officers would not agree to the introduction of the double yellow lines. Cllr Hudson stated that he would follow this matter up again with LCC to try and prompt some action. Cllr Taylor informed that she had not been copied the email response to the Clerk from LCC.
 
(16-17)015
 Wyre Council – Consultation of Shaping Your Neighbourhood and Wyre Voice
The Council discussed the request from Wyre Council’s Policy and Engagement Manager, Rosie Green, for help with her review of the ‘Shaping You Neighbourhood’ (SYN) programme’. The Council unanimously resolved that Preesall is very much interested in the SYN programme. Cllr Taylor informed that as a member of Wyre Council she has a lead role in the SYN programme and proposed that Rosie Green be invited to a future meeting of the Council. The members were in full agreement with this proposal and Cllr Taylor agreed to arrange this.

(16-17)016   
Public Rights of Way Local Delivery Scheme

Councillors were asked to determine whether to participate in the scheme and were asked to note that there is a deadline for opting in of 1 June. The Council resolved to participate in the scheme.
(16-17)017
Preesall and Knott End War Memorial – Invitation to Comment
Councillors were asked if they required further information or questions answered following the receipt of the report from Historic England, or any comments they wished to make. The Council resolved to fully accept the report and the proposals contain therein. 
(16-17)018 
Request for Introduction of Resident Only Parking on Preesall Hill (Cllr Hudson)

Cllr Hudson explained that several residents would like the Council to agree to their request for a residents only parking in this location. The Council resolved to support this request and the Clerk will write to LCC.
(16-17)019
Robbery at ATM at Former NatWest (Cllr Greenhough)
It was resolved to postpone discussion on this item until the next meeting
(16-17)020
Old Fire Station Land (Cllr Hudson)
Councillor Hudson raised the issue of the poor state of the land which is owned by Wyre Council and to ask that the Council writes to ask for improvement of the land which is bordered by Park Lane, Sandy Land and Unsworth Avenue. Cllr Taylor suggested that it may be possible to make this a SYN project. The Council agreed that it would make sense to contact Wyre Council and to establish if there are any future plans, or possibly funding available to improve the usefulness of the land and for consideration to possibly using the SYN as the vehicle for achieving this. Cllr Orme informed that this land could well be Regenda Property as it is ‘entrapped’ by their development. The Clerk will contact Mark Billington at Wyre Council to make initial enquiries.
(16-17)021
Review of Employment Working Group (Cllr Hudson)
Cllr Hudson stated that he was uneasy about the working group and felt there was a need for a review of its formation and improvement in reporting to the full Council. Following discussion the Deputy Mayor agreed to shelve the Employment Working Group discussions until the next meeting.

(16-17)022
Planning Applications
The Council resolved to unanimously approve the three Planning Applications referenced below.

16/00356/FUL

Proposal: Erection of a detached dwelling

Location:  Rear of Former Saracens Head Hotel, 200 Park Lane, Preesall

16/00309/FUL

Proposal: Erection of agricultural/livestock building
Location:  Land at Pilling Lane, Preesall

16/00365/FUL

Proposal: Single storey front extension (resubmission of 25/00943/FUL)
Location:  Rydal Dene, 215 Pilling Lane, Preesall
(16-17)023
Finance
The Council discussed and unanimously resolved to approve the following Financial Statements presented to the Council. 

a) Payments received:

G James (memorial bench)






£500.00
Wyre Council (FOPP Shaping Your Neighbourhood grant)


£3,500.00

Wyre Council (In Bloom)






£915.00
Sponsorship (In Bloom)






£160.00

Current account interest






£1.23

Reserve account interest






£0.94

b) Payments to be approved:

Clerk’s salary 






£1133.98)



Clerk’s expenses





£    44.41)
£1178.39

Lengthsman’s salary





£ 1023.81)

Lengthsman’s expenses




£    40.00)
£1063.81
HMRC









£444.59
Towers & Gornall (Inv 1435)






£336.00
Moran’s Wood Components Limited (Inv 39491)



£42.00
Easy Websites (Inv 01-160-02)





£360.00

Glasdon (Inv 707576)







£586.57
Wyre Building Supplies (Inv 82967)



£101.50)

                                    
   (Inv 83547)



£  66.60)

                                     
   (Inv 84015)



£  36.10)
£204.20

Payments by Standing Order/Direct Debit 

Easy Websites (hosting fee)






£24.00

O2 (mobile phone contract)






£14.22

LCC (employer contribution)




£544.88)

LCC (employee contributions)



£149.78)
£694.66

c) Statement of Accounts – April 2016

The statement of accounts as at 4 May. 
(16-17)024
Verbal Reports from Subject Leads and Outside Body Representatives (information        only) 
Housing – Cllr Hudson – Nothing Reported
Health – Cllr Greenhough– Nothing Reported
Tourism – Cllrs Black and Woodhouse– Nothing Reported
Youth – Cllrs Taylor and Orme - Cllr Orme informed that he anticipated that the impact of LCC changes will become clearer probably by August. 
Lancashire Association of Local Councils (Wyre Area Committee) – Cllrs Orme and McCann– Nothing Reported
Wyre Flood Forum – Cllrs Orme and Reilly– Nothing Reported
Protect Wyre Group – Cllr Orme– Nothing Reported
Friends of Preesall Park – Cllr Greenhough (The Cllr has resigned from this group)
Wyre Festive Lights Committee – Cllr Reilly – Nothing Reported
Wyre in Bloom – Cllr Mutch – Cllr Mutch reported that good progress and hard work is ongoing and 86% of a possible 100% had been awarded from the judges of the silver gilt certificate.
Preesall Youth and Community Association – Cllr Reilly– Nothing Reported. Cllr Orme commented that there was concern over the loss of youth provision as a result of LCC budget constraints and resultant changes. 
Planning Ambassador – Cllr McCann– Nothing Reported

Christmas Fair – Cllr Orme– Nothing Reported
(16-17)025
Verbal Report from Wyre and Lancashire County Councillors (information only)

Cllr Taylor confirmed the closures of the libraries at Thornton, North Fleetwood and Cleveley. Whilst the libraries at Garstang, Poulton and Knott End will remain open.  
Cllr Orme informed that at the Wyre Planning Committee will be meeting on Wednesday 11 May the new public speaking rules will apply.

Cllr Orme informed that the Tree Officer at Wyre Council had authorised the surgery on the trees on the boundary of the football pitch. 
(16-17)026
Clerk’s Report (information only)
The Council resolved to accept the Clerk’s report.
(16-17)027
Mayor’s Report (information only)
The Deputy Mayor informed that there was no Mayor’s report to present.

(16-17)028
Questions to Councillors

Cllr Hudson asked if there was any progress or development on the Knott End ferry situation. The Deputy Mayor advised that when there was any information available from Wyre Council it will be promptly reported.

Cllr Drobny reminded the Council that his name still needed to be added to the list of Councillors on the Town Council notice board. 
(16-17)029
Items for Next Agenda
The next ordinary meeting will be on 13 June and items for inclusion on that agenda required by 3 June.  A summary of the reason for raising the matter should be provided. 

(16-17)030
Exclusion of the Press and Public

The Council resolved to allow the public to remain during the discussion of items 26 and 27 of the agenda.
(16-17)031
Former Clerk’s Appraisal

It was resolved that the appraisal should be deferred to a future date
(16-17)032
Employment of Locum Clerk
The Council was informed that the Locum Clerk attending this meeting was only able to provide his service for this meeting and to compile the minutes of this meeting. He will also deal with some of the issues arising and other routine matters, as he will not be available after the 31st May.

The Council agreed that the priority must be to hasten the recruitment process and in the interim Cllr Orme confirmed that he would continue to seek the services of another Locum Clerk.

There being no other business the Deputy Mayor closed the meeting at 10.00pm. 
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